
 
March 23, 2020 
 
Hello, ELA 11 Students! 
 
Of course, none of us really expected to be in this spot, but it’s our hope that our social distance 
is not also digital distance. We have some ideas on how to learn a few valuable things in this 
stretch of strangeness. In particular, we want to be sure you are as comfortable as possible 
moving into the SAT and give you some powerful ideas to chew on along the way.  
 
First, a word on what most of you are thinking about, the research series. We are officially 
postponing the deadlines for the series of four researched writings. We will put the same 
timeline of dates back in place starting from whenever we return to school. In other words, you 
will lose no time from last Thursday’s place. That said, we won’t stop you from moving ahead 
with research, drafting, and ideas. We’re not!  In fact, the ELA 11 teachers will be posting our 
work and models for the process through these next couple of weeks. Feel free to work along 
with us!  
 
So what’s on our list to do? 

● A new book reading! 
○ Journals/Reading logs of some type along the way 
○ A project to show off your work and what you learned 
○ Online “office hours” for each of the ELA11 teachers 

● And, if you choose one of our selected books,  
○ Content support with handouts, videos, etc. 
○ SAT practice work and feedback 

 
This work will take us through Spring Break, the current return date.  
 
What can I do now? 
 

1. Connect with us!  
a. Watch for our emails 
b. Sign up for REMIND (@roela11) and FlipGrid (@roela11) 
c. Use our hashtags (#roela11 and #roreads) as you post about our work! 
d. Join our Office Hours as you need: 

i. Mondays, 10a - 11am  
ii. Wednesdays, 1p - 2pm 
iii. Fridays, 10a - 11am 

2. Choose a book (links provided below) 
a. One of our selected works 

i. Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451, a science fiction novel about a book-burning 
dystopia; if you enjoyed the dystopia of 1984, you should consider trying 
out this novel as well! 

ii. The Autobiography of Malcolm X, as told to Alex Haley, a memoir which 
traces the politics and thinking of the civil rights leader. Expect a tougher 
read, but one of the most powerful and controversial of your life!  

http://meet.google.com/gij-acxh-pgs


 
b. Or one of your own works 

i. Have a Lexile level of 1100 or higher (a fairly challenging read) 
ii. Be more than 100 pages long 
iii. Be either fiction or non-fiction 

3. Set a reading schedule-  
a. Fahrenheit 451:  

i. Parts 1 & 2 by March 26 
ii. Part 3 by April 1 

b. Malcolm X: 
i. Chapters 1-12 by March 26 
ii. Chapters 13-19 by April 1 

c. Your own read: 
i. Roughly 50% by March 26 
ii. Complete by April 1 

4. Let’s dig in and see where this goes! 
 
Why Should I? 
 
This one is pretty easy. Nothing happens here that will not benefit you.  

● You get to connect back with us in some interesting ways!  (Watch us wreck our tech, 
have fun talks online, and share some thinking) 

● You get to practice for the SAT, which is right around the corner. 
● You have more practice for future classes and units!  

 
Where Do I Find These? 
 
For our two recommendations, you’ll find PDFs and audiobook versions in our Drive Folder.  
Paper copies are available on Amazon, at the library as an eBook, etc. 
 
Fahrenheit 451 is available from the Internet Archive in several versions and to be read online: 
https://archive.org/details/Fahrenheit451ByBradburyRay/page/n47/mode/2up 
 
The Autobiography of Malcolm X is available from the Internet Archive as a loan: 
https://archive.org/details/autobiographyofm00xmal_0  
 
 
That’s all for now!  Watch for us on our regular online places: Google Classroom, chisnell.com, 
and Moodle!  All this information is there, as well, as well as supplemental materials! 
 
See you online! 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1naqbIRYUgtDjCJdwhucY2TjwdpZwe0aE
https://archive.org/details/Fahrenheit451ByBradburyRay/page/n47/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/autobiographyofm00xmal_0


 
Other Books We Think Are Great Choices 

But you can always make your own choice! 
 

Buttazzoni’s 
Picks 

Fiction:  
● Here I Am by Jonathan Safran-Foer 

○ Foer brilliantly describes the dissolution of a Jewish family, 
drawing on religious context as well as integrating the 
modern perspective. This piece contains beautifully 
arranged language and showcases tragedy within family 
life. 

● The Road by Cormac McCarthy 
○ This is a very dark novel about a post apocalyptic world 

and the journey of a man and his young son to navigate 
that together with really only each other to rely on. This is 
a great book if you thrive on the bleak and the 
psychologically disturbing (insofar as it seems not so far 
fetched…) 

● The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger 

 Non-Fiction: 
● Dead Man Walking by Sister Helen Prejean 

○ Sister Helen Prejean examines the death penalty in the 
United States as she serves as spiritual counselor to 
several men on Death Row. 

● The Year of Magical Thinking by Joan Didion 
○ Didion explores the fragileness of life and the richness that 

other people are able to add to it in this reflection on life 
following the illness of her only daughter and death of her 
husband. 

● Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass 
○ This narrative recounts the life experiences of the famed 

former slave Frederick Douglas and his journey from slave 
to educated free black man. 

Chisnell’s 
Picks 

Fiction: 
● Sophie’s World by Jostein Gaarder 

○ A girl receives strange letters that describe philosophies of 
the world; but then each starts to become true.  

● Love Medicine by Louise Ehdrich 
○ Everything Ehdrich writes is beautiful prose, and this novel 

about the difficult loves of Native American families sings.  
● Waiting for the Barbarians by J.M. Coetzee 

○ South African writer Coetzee writes a hard story about a 
man who discovers his own country is unjust against 
foreigners. 

Non-Fiction: 
● The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan 

○ Pollan seeks to understand the origins of three different 



 

meals: McD’s, organics, and foraging on his own, and he 
learns how complex food is. 

● Tribe by Sebastian Junger 
○ I read everything Junger writes. This is his most recent, an 

examination of how PTSD affects our soldiers, but also 
how we all come together during crises. 

● Freakonomics by Stephen J Levitt 
○ Applies rules of economics to social settings, and so we 

find our what teachers have in common with sumo 
wrestlers, why drug dealers live with their mothers, and 
why hockey players who are born in July are better 
players. Fascinating chapters of insight!  

Best Streaming: 
● Black Earth Rising  

○ Limited series on the Rwandan genocide and how a single 
victim of it manuevers through politics to find justice or at 
least resolution. (Netflix) 

● Human Flow 
○ Documentary on the refugee crisis around the world and 

brings the cameras in (too) close and (too) far to demand 
our understanding. (Amazon Prime) 

● The Terror 
○ Historical fiction and horror. The first season follows the 

1850 Arctic Circle expedition and why it vanished--but you 
won’t expect anything from the history books here. Season 
2 is about Japanese internment camps. (Hulu) 

Hull’s Picks Fiction: 
● Dear Martin by Nic Stone 

○ A quick read about a 17-year-old African American 
male who is racial profiled while trying to help 
someone else. 

● The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris  
○ Historical fiction about the Holocaust and a man who 

tattoos concentration camp prisoners’ ID numbers on 
arms, falls in love, and tries to help those who are not 
as fortunate as him. 

 Non-Fiction: 
● Friday Night Lights by H.G Bissinger 

○ Not the movie, not the TV show, but the true story 
that inspired it all. The story of a Texas’ football town 
facing racism and economic hardships, while also 
battling to win a state title. 

 


